
November 8.  2009

Dear St .  Eugene Par ish ioncr .

Enclosed you rv i l l  t lnd a le t tcr  wr i t ten in  rcsponse to l :a thcrJacobr 's  le t ter  dated Septembcr 17,
2009 addressine St  l :usenc 's  nrerrbership in  thc Oklahrrnra Sponsor ins Cor.nmit tee (OSC).  Bef t r re
rcadinc thc le t tcr .  \ \ 'c  requesl  that  1 'ou read thc encloscd int i rnnat ion shects to g ive you
background on the OSC ancl  i ts  rc lat ionshrp to thc Industr ia l  Arcas l ;oundat ion ( lAF).  We huntb ly
ask that  y 'ou do \our  o\ \ r r  research.  in t i rnrr  roursel l .  prav ancl  nrakc r .our  ou,n decis ion as to
i i  hcther  St .  [ ruccnc 's  par l ic ipat ion anr l  nrcnrbership is  appro;r r ia tc .

I Ic lp iu l  \ \cbsr tcs rnc lut ic  ur i r l .o \ i : ! ! r , ! lor ing.org,  unl . industr ia l l l lc4 l l j l1 l i ld4 luLlLqg.  and
uu r i . - l ohn tuo l J - ' - ' . t t c t .  l ' hc  l a t t e r  uebs i t e  p rov ides  much  o l - t hc  h i s t t r r y  o l ' ou r  pa r i sh ' s  and
archcl iocese's  involvcrnent  u i th  the OSC/IAIr  at td has manv l inks associated wi th th is
controversy.

l f - you  co t t t e  t o  t l t c  t l c c i s ron  tha t  S t  I : L tgc r t c  t nc t t t l r c r sh rp  i r t  t hc  ( )S ( '  r s  r r rapp rop r i a t c .  p l case  s rg r r
t hc  cnc losed  l c t t c r  un t l  r c tL r rn  t i r c  l c t t c r  i n  t hc  p rc -a t i r l r cssc i i  c l l \ c1 , , I . c .  I hc  . i snc t i  l e t t c r s  r v i l l  be
co l l cc t c t l  a r t t l  l a t c r  p r cscn tc r l  t t r  I r u thc r . l l i c r r l r t  u r t t l  . \ r eh l . t r . l r , ' 1 .  [ ] c l t r l r n

Ma;-  ( ioc l  b lcss vou and ( )ur  (  l rure i r .

Sen t  on  beha l f ' o l ' conce rnc r l  l r a r r \ h I ( ) l r c r s  o1 'S t .  I : L rgene  .



October 22,2009

f)ear Father Jacobi,

The purpose of  th is  le t ter  is  to  address concems and quest ions that  ntany in  the Par ish havc wi th
our  involvement  rv i th  the OSC/ lAl r .  On behal t 'o1 ' those par ish ioners o1 'St .  I rugene,  we prayer fu l ly
subnr i t  the fb l lowing request  and l is t  o f  qucst ionslconcems about  membership ot ' the Par ish of  St .
Eugene in the OSCI.

Srnce St .  l :ugenc ] 'ar ish 's  membership in  the OSC is  the source of 'c l isuni ty  wi th in thc
ct- , r l rmuni tv  t r t 'St .  [ : .ugene Par ish.  $c request  that  St .  Eugene I )ansh r rnmediate lv  wi thdraw
t ionr  thc ( )SC \ \ 'e  lur ther  ask that  a c lects ion to re-cnter  the OSC'  bc dependent  urron the
achier  enrent  of  a Par ish *  idc conscnsus to such rc-entry .

Awai t ing the decis ion to wi thdrarv.  t l rc  fb l lorv ins is  fur lhcr  rec luestet l :

l )  \ \ /e  k t tou ' that  thc OS( 'uas f i rnner l  in  Nlay 1008 and that  u 'c  ucrc act i ' , 'c  rncnt t rers in  the
l l rs t  asscntb lv  in  l ;cbruar)  l0( )9 I t  appcars that  thc dccis ion r ' ,as nrade to be an act ivc
nrcnrbcr  u i thout  goi r tg t l i rougl i  t l ic  ( ' t r tn t r t iss i t rn proccss in  accorr lancc w' i t l i  the ( 'ovcnanl
( ' on r rn i t r ncn t .  \ \ ' ha t  *as  t hc  r cas ( )n  l i r r  a ro id i t t g  t hc  p rocess ' '

2 )  W e  a r c u \ \ i l r c l h a l S t .  I : u g c n c ' s i s n o t d i r c c t l y ' f u n d i n g n r c r n b e r s h i l - r .  A r e l h o s c p r i v a t e l y
tunclcd nrcmbcrship c lucs paid d i rcct lv  to  OS( ' .  or  c lo thev rnovc through St .  l :ugcnc 's
accoulr ts ' l  l l 'payrnerr ts  arc routcd thr i tugh St .  Euqcnc 's ,  rvhat  is  t l ic  reason f i r r  th is ' /
What  is  thc p larr  l i r r  lu turc lunci ing o l 'OS( ' ' l

3)  I {ather  than nrcnrbcrship in  OS( ' .  u ' l ru t  is  the purpose in r . ro l  pr( ) l ) t ( , t i l tu  i r r r  org l rn izat ion o1 '
the lay la i th f i l l  to  barrd toscthcr  to re l icvc sufJ 'cr i r rg anci  in jLrst iec i r l  our  eonrntr - rn i t ics,  and
clo ing so in  a lu l ly  ( 'a t l ro l ic  scol ' rc ' . )

4 )  
' l - l i c  

Soonc r  ( ' a tho l i c  l i s t cd  t hc  ( ' a tho l i c  l ) a r i shcs  t ha t  a rc  i nvo l vcc l  i n  t he  OS( ' i  lA I i .  Who
arc t l rc  othcr  chr- r rches ancl  nor t -nrof l ts  t l ta t  arc nrcnr [ rcrs ' . )

I t t  c los ing,  wc bc l icvc that  mcnrbcrship anci  involvcrre l r t  in  thc OS( ' , / ln  I ;  is  c lc t r inrcnta l  to
bui ld ing ancl  mainta in ing a hcal thy cornrnuni ly  in  t l rc  Par is l r .  l t - r lcntbcrship in  thc OS( ' i lA[ r  was
too c l iv is ivc ancl  controvers ia l  l i r r  ( 'a t l ro l ic  ( 'har i t ics.  i t  is  too c l i r  is ivc arrc l  contror , 'crs ia l  l i l r  our
Par ish.  Wc ur tc lerstar t t l  t l ta t  ( 'a thol ic  ( ' l iur i t ies i tnc l  i ts  boanl  r ' " 'as i l rs t rurncrr la l  in  f i rnnins thc OS( '
( \ l l r r  l ( t ( t r )  l n t l  i n  t l r c  r c l c e t i t , n  t , l ' 1 l t c  I  \ l r  r i .  l t  e  r , t t r t t l t i t n t  l ( )  l ) c l p  u  i t l t  c i r r n r n L r n i t t , o r g a r r i z t n g
rv t t l t u r  t hc  ( )S (  rne rnbc rs l t i p .  (  a t l r o l i c  ( ' l r a r r t i es  rn  \ ' l i t r ch  1009  * ' r t l i d r c \ \ ' as  a  n t c rnbe r  o l - l l t e
OSC' i lAI r  bccausc i t  was too controvcrs ia l  a t tc l  was causing c l iv is ion in  t l ic t 'hurch.

We al l  pray t i r r  ( iod 's  b lcss ing upon St .  l :Lrqcr tc  I )ar ish.  thc ( 'a thol ic  ( 'hurch.  arrd thc I lody o l '
( 'hr is t .  Wc u,c lconre thc oppor lu l ) i t ) ' t ( )  rncct  wi th yol r  to  c i iscr . rss a l i rnetablc f i t r  wi thdraw,al  l iorn
l l t e  (  )S ( '

Rcspec t l u l l y ,

\ i r r r r r l r r r . - '

S i  gnat  urc:

Da te  :

l ) a t  c :

cc: \ lost Reverend lrusebius J.  [ ]c l t ran. , , \ rchbishop of Okla]ronra City



The IAF/OSC Project

The IAF/OSC Project is an efforl to have area churches contract with the Industrial Areas
Foundat ion ( lAF) to t ra in churchgoers in community organiz ing. The putat ive goal  of  the
organized communit ies is to create pol i t ical  power for  the "poor and marginal ized."  The IAF
asks for a three-year commitment to the IAF trarning and annual  dues of  $1,500 to $7,500.
The IAF is al lowed to use church faci l i t ies for  sol ic i t ing targeted par ishioners to t ra in and to
hold meet ings.  The IAF training is based on the pr inciples art iculated by Saul  Al insky,  a
Chicago neo-Marxist  who founded lAF. Al insky explained these pr inciples in Rules for
Rad ica ls  (herea f te r  "Ru les" ) .

The IAF project  rs-on many levels-contrary to the teachings of  Jesus Christ  and His
Church for the fo l lowing reasons:

.  Pol i t ical  Act ion -  The Church is not a pol i t ical  organizat ion nor one whose purpose is
to t ra in par ishioners in organiz ing pol i t ical  act iv i ty.  " l t  is  not  the role of  the Pastors of  the
Church to intervene direct ly in the pol i t ical  structur ing and organizat ion of  social  l i fe.  This
task is part  of  the vocat ion of  the lay fa i thful ,  act ing on their  own in i t iat ive wi th their  fe l low
ci t izens. Social  act ion can assume var ious concrete forms. l t  should always have the
common good rn v iew and be in conformity wi th the message of  the Gospel  and the
teaching of  the Church. l t  is  the role of  the la i ty " to animate temporal  real i t ies wi th
Christ ian commitment,  by which they show that they are wi tnesses and agents of  peace
and just ice.""  CCC #2442. Without Church involvement,  par ishioners can jo in exist ing
pol i t ical  communit ies such as the Democrat ic Party or ACORN, another Al insky- inspired
group, or jo in together for  some part icular pol i t ical  purpose. They do not need Church
funding, faci l i t ies or sponsorship to do so.

.  False Premise -  The IAF Project  is  based on a fa lse premise, that  what the "poor and
margrnal ized" need is pol i t ical  power.  The Church teaches that we al l  need Christ ,  not
polit ical poWer. CCC #389. The Church wants to change hearts not "manufacture"
pol i t ical  power for  change.

.  Theological  Distort ions -  The IAF is promoted as i f  community organiz ing for
pol i t ical  power is fu l f i l l ing the Church's teaching that Chr ist ians are pr iest ,  prophet and
king because to be a prophet is to "confront power "  A prophet may confront "power" but
such confrontat ions are incidental  to the prophet 's chief  funct ion which is to be God's
messenger. Even when a prophet confronts power, it is God's message that confronts
the powerful  not  an organized pol i t ical  force.  See, e.9. ,  John the Bapt ist ,  Nathan (2
Samuel  12) .

.  L iberat ion Theology -  The idea of  t ra in ing par ishioners to be community organizers of
pol i t ical  power is akin to the Liberat ion Theology that arose in South America and has
been soundly condemned by the Church. See, e.g.  Cardinal  Ratzinger who said "An
analysis of the phenomenon of l iberation theology reveals that it constitutes a
fundamental  threat to the fa i th of  the Church."

.  Misuse of  Par ish Name - When the organized communit ies begin their  pol i t ical  act iv i ty,
they wi l l  be ident i f ied wi th St Eugene Cathol ic Church and by any other par ish sponsor



even though the par ish i tsel f  has not endorsed the pol i t ical  agi tat ions in i t iated by the
community orga nizat ions.

In addi t ion,  the IAF training and the IAF reputat ion indicate a decidedly di f ferent agenda
than actual ly helping the "poor and marginal ized".

.  Prot6g6s -  The most famous community organizer t ra ined by the IAF is Barack Obama
who is pursuing the-most pro-abortion agenda in the history of this country. The unborn
are the most marginalized persons in America today.

'  Means -  Al insky teaches that pol i t ical  power is to be obtained by whatever works;  that
the end (pol i t ical  power) just i f ies whatever means are used. Rules at24-47. The Church
teaches that the ends do not just i fy the means. CCC #1887.

'  Relat ions -  The IAF project  is  being funded through the Oklahoma Sponsor ing
Commit tee, Inc. ,  a corporatron created by Cathol ic Char i t ies Advocacy Attorney. l t  has
acqutred i ts 501 (c)  (3)  status by af f i l iat ing wi th the Communit ies Foundat ion of
Oklahoma which has endowed the Women's Foundat ion of  Oklahoma who gives grants
to fund Planned Parenthood.

'  Agenda -  Though the IAF claims that the t ra ined organizers set  their  own agenda and
that i t  is  non-par l isan, the real i ty is that  the IAF-trained community organizers have a
consistent record of  support ing lef t is t  causes that ul t imately seek a pol i t ical  k ingdom not
the Kingdom of God The IAF claims i t  "succeeds because i ts leaders have learned how
to manufacture and manage power."  In addi t ion,  i t  has af f i l iated with the ef for t  bv Cal l  to
Act ion and other groups to force radical  changes in Church doctr ine.

In discussing the thi rd temptat ion of  Chr ist ,  the Pope Benedict  XVI has noted that the
"fusion of  fa i th and pol i t ical  power always comes at  a pr ice.  fa i th becomes the servant of
power and must bend to i ts cr i ter ia".  JESUS oF NAZ4ITETH 40-42.

"The Church  cannot  and must  no t  take  upon herse l f  the  po l i t i ca l  ba t t le  to  b r ing  about  the
most  lus t  soc ie ty  poss ib le .

"Chr ist ian char i table act iv i ty must be independent of  par l ies and ideologies.  l t  is  not  a
means of  changing the wor ld ideological ly,  and i t  is  not  at  the service of  wor ld ly
stratagems, but i t  is  a way of  making present here and now the love whrch man always
needs.  The modem age,  par t i cu la r ly  f rom the  nrne teenth  century  on ,  has  been dominated
by var ious versions of  a phi losophy of  progress whose most radical  form is Marxism.

Part  of  Marxist  strategy is the theory of  impover ishment:  in a s i tuat ion of  unjust  power,  i t  is
c la imed, anyone who engages in char i table inr t iat ives is actual ly serving that unjust
system, making i t  appear at  least  to some extent to lerable.  This in turn s lows down a
potent ia l  revolut ion and thus blocks the struggle for  a better wor ld.  Seen in th is way,
char i ty is rejected and at tacked as a means of  preserving the status quo. What we have
here,  though, is real ly an inhuman phi losophy -  .  *  We contr ibute to a better wor ld only by
personal ly doing good now, wi th fu l l  commitment and wherever we have the oppor luni ty,
independent ly of  par l isan strategies and programmes."
DEUS CARITAS EST OF THE SUPREME PONTIFF BENEDICT XVI
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Ten Frequent ly Asked Quest ions.. .  about the Gathol ic Ghurch and the OSC/IAF

What is the Oklahoma Sponsorinq Gommittee (OSC)? The OSG is the Oklahoma

Gity aff i l iate of the Industr ial  Areas Foundat ion ( lAF).

What is the IAF? The IAF is a community organizing ent i ty founded in 194O by

Sau l  A l insky .  The IAF is  s im i la r  to  AGORN (Assoc ia t ion  o f  Gommuni ty

Organizat ions for Reform Now).

Who is Saul Al insky? Saul Al insky (1909-1972) was: a) a founder of modern

community organizing, b) focused on organizing the inner ci ty poor for radical

social  act ion, and c) wrote the book, Rules for Radicals.

What is Rules for Radicals? Al insky wrote, "The Prince was wri t ten by

Machiavel l i  for the Haves on how to hold power. Rules for Radicals is wri t ten

for the Have-Nots on how to take i t  away." The book is dedicated to Lucifer.

What are some of the rules? The chapter t i t led, "Of Means and Ends" (pp.2&

47), l ists 1O rules which can persuade the reader that the end just i f ies the

means. "The tenth rule of the ethics of means and ends is that you do what

you can with what you have and clothe i t  with moral garments." The chapter

t i t led, Tact ics" (pp. l26-f  64),  l ists 13 rules of power tact ics.. .  among them are:

a) 'sPower is not only what you have but what the enemy thinks you have." b)
fiWherqver possible go outside the experience of the enemy. Here you want to

cause confusion, fear and retreat."  c) "Make the enemy l ive up to their  own

rules." d) "Ridicule is man's most potent weapon." and e) ' .Pick the target,

freeze i t ,  personal ize i t ,  and polar ize i t . "

ls i t  t rue that Gathol ic Ghari t ies withdrew from the OSG because i t  is div is ive

to the community? Yes. ln a letter dated September 21r 2OO9 and written by

Timothy O'Gonnor,  Director of Gathol ic Chari t ies, i t  states, r 'When i t  became

apparent that this effort  was one which would cause fr ict ion in our parishes,

our Board of Directors met with Archbishbp Beltran last Apri l ,  and decided to

withdraw support  f rom the OSC." The let ter also states, ' tOur governance and

legal incorporat ion prohibi t  Cathol ic Chari t ies from pol i t ical  endorsements and

part ic ipat ion in part isan pol i t ics. . ." .

Does the Gathol ic Ghurch fund lAF. AGORN and other radical  organizat ions

such as the IAF? Yes. According to an article at the website aim,org dated

September 22r 2OO9, "The Bigger Scandal:  Cathol ic Ghurch Funding of

3.

4.
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8.

ACORN",  the  Gatho l i c  Campaign  fo r  Human Deve lopment  (CGHD) ,  The CCHD

acknowledges funding ACORN projects with $7,3OO,OOO over the last 1O years.

By an unanimous vote, the United States Gonference of Cathol ic Bishops

(USCGB)  suspended fund ing  to  AGORN in  November ,  2O08,  c i t ing  a l lega t ions  o f

corrupt ion at the organizat ion. Parishioners have received a contr ibut ion

envefope dated November 22,2OOg on behalf  of  "Gathol ic Gampaign for

Human Development".  Learn more about CGHD as you discern your

contr ibut ion.

What  i s  the  GGHD? The Gatho l i c  Gampaign  fo r  Human Deve lopment  was

es tab l i shed by the  U.S.  B ishops  in  1969 (By laws Ar t i c le  11)  to  "car ry  on  a l l

Gatho l i c  ac t i v i t ies  in  the  U.S. " ,  to  "o rgan ize  and conduct  re l ig ious ,  char i tab le

and soc ia l  work  a t  home and abroad" ,  and i l to  care  fo r  immigrants t t .  CCHD is

the grant-making arm of the USCCB. Research indicates that grants from the

CCHD fund organizat ions and projects that are counter to Gathol ic teachings.

DaC the U"S. Conqress r en-tly cq!off funds&r AeQElt? According to GNN,

the U.S House of Representat ives passed an amendment September 17,2OOg

to  ha l t  fund ing .  The Senate  passed a  prov is ion  ear l ie r  tha t  week to  ha l t

Hous ing  and Urban Deve lopment  (HUD)  gran ts  to  AGORN.  The government

ac t ions  fo l low the  re lease o f  v ideotapes  o f  a  man and woman who pose as  a

p imp and a  pros t i tu te  a t  four  (4 )  AGORN of f i ces .  ACORN employees  are  shown

suggest ing  or  condon ing  a  ser ies  o f  i l l i c i t  ac t ions  as  the  coup le  sought  adv ice

on se t t ing  up  a  b ro the l  w i th  underage females  f rom E l  Sa lvador .

1O. f  f  lAF  a11d  AQORN 4qe  g lm i l a r ,  bu t  d j f e ren !  o rgan i za t i ons ,  why  ghou ld  !  ! q

co tq .e1d  a !o91 !  l he  IAE  i n  Ok laho4a  C l t y?  Know ing  the  IAF  rec ru i t s

i n s t i t u t i o n s  ( e s p e c i a l l y  C a t h o l i c  p a r i s h e s )  a s  m e m b e r s  r a t h e r  t h a n  i n d i v i d u a l s

as  members ,  Fa the r  R i cha rd  J .  Neuhaus , ' IFo r  F i r s t  Th ings " ,  Ap r i l  2OO2,

exp ressed  the  p rob lems ,  i nc lud ing  mora l  p rob lems ,  a r i se  i n  connec t i on  w i th

rec ru i t i ng  re l i g i on  t o  a  me thodo logy  o f  un rem i t t i ng  con f ron ta t i ons ,  de l i be ra te

po la r i za t i on ,  t a rge t i ng  o f  "enemies " ,  and  obsess ion  w i th  power .  The  OSC web

s i t e ' s  homepage ,  un t i l  r ecen t l y ,  s ta ted  i t s  pu rpose  i s  t o  " c rea te  power "  and  to

use  i t  po l i t i ca l l y  t o  ach ieve  i t s  agenda .

9.
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