Vincent P. and Jan L. O’Neill

September 28, 2009

Most Reverend Anthony B. Taylor, Bishop
Diocese of Little Rock, Arkansas

PO Box 7565

Little Rock, AR 72217

Excellency:

We are in receipt of your response letter to us of September 17, 2009. We are writing
for further clarification, please.

Under your first point, you write, “It is clear to me that you do not understand the social
doctrine of the Church going back all the way to Rerum Novarum of Pope Leo XIil.”
Please explain specifically which part of Rerum Novarum we do not understand and any
other specific directives from the Papacy over the past 100+ years.

We have one correction to your letter. We did not quote Caritas in Veritate. We quoted
Deus Caritas Est. You say we have “not assimilated” Pope Benedict XVI's teaching.
You go on to quote article 6, regarding charity. No where in our letter did we dispute the
need for charity. In fact, we emphasized it repeatedly in lieu of political power and
manipulation. You quote article 7, “To desire the common good and strive towards it is
a requirement of justice and charity...” and “Every Christian is called to practice this
charity, in a manner corresponding to his vocation and according to the degree of
influence he wields in the polis.” Again, the Pope’s emphasis is on charity. We are
confused. Please explain where the Pope’s call to political action is by the Church as
an entity, as a whole body, as one collective voice? We include the following from
Gaudium et Spes 76:

78. It is very important, especially where a pluralistic society prevails, that
there be a correct notion of the relationship between the political
community and the Church, and a clear distinction between the tasks
which Christians undertake, individually or as a group, on their own
responsibility as citizens guided by the dictates of a Christian conscience,
and the activities which, in union with their pastors, they carry out in the
name of the Church.

The Church, by reason of her role and competence, is not identified in any way
with the political community nor bound to any political system. She is at once
a sign and a safeguard of the transcendent character of the human person. The
Church and the political community in their own fields are autonomous and






