- . CATHOLIC
CHARITIES

- @ Archdi
November 14, 2008 . o;) g

o 'S Oklahoma

"AR“ City

Mr. Ray Haefele

Re: Facts Regarding Oklahoma City Community Organizing Efforts
Dear Mr. Haefele:

Thank you for taking the time to discover, review and analyze the facts regarding the
Congregation Based Community Organizing (“CBCO?) efforts currently under way in the Oklahoma City
metropolitan area (“Metro”).

Beginning in late 2007, representatives of several faith communities in the Metro came together
and discussed ways to more effectively advocate on behalf of their middle class, poor and marginalized
members. This group became convinced that the time was right to bring CBCO to the Metro. It
identified the Industrial Areas Foundation (“IAF?), the nation’s oldest national organization involved in
CBCO work, as the right organization to help make that conviction a reality. Simply stated, CBCO is a
way to put faith into action. Pope Benedict XVIin Deus Caritas Est instructs us that the Church “cannot
and must not remain on the sidelines in the fight for justice” (Y28a).

CBCO offers faith communities from all faith traditions an effective way to make the connection
between faith, worship and life more explicit. Through a non-partisan approach, CBCO builds a
sustainable, interfaith organization based on relationships of trust among member congregations which
give the organization through its institutional members the power to effectively advocate on behalf of
their respective members. Neither the CBCO organization in Oklahoma City nor any IAF affiliated
CBCO endorses or opposes candidates.

Each member of that initial group acknowledged both their commitment to advocacy on behalf of
their middle class, poor and marginalized members and their duty to serve their needs. They also realized
that individually their faith communities did not have the “power” to truly impact the policies and actions
of public officials which adversely affect the basic human needs and rights of their members. One person,
familiar with the successes of the IAF in many communities, describes why the IAF has been so
successful in implementing CBCO strategies:

The IAF succeeds because its leaders have learned how to manufacture and mange
power-the ability to act-consistently and effectively. Not the power to abuse others back.
Not the power to dominate. Not the power to keep others from entering. But the power
lo create and sustain meaningful public relationships.
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