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Office of the Bishop

September 17, 2009

Vincent P. and Jan L. O’Neill
2416 NW 163™ Street
Edmond, OK 73013

Dear Vincent and Jan, Daniel and Kyle,

I received you long impassioned letter of September 14, 2009 and I must say that I am very
disappointed to see how fearful you are of IAF and how little respect you have for the
magisterium of the Catholic Church on the topic of community organizing.

1. Tt is clear to me that you do not understand the social doctrine of the Church going back all
the way to Rerum Novarum of Pope Leo XIII. It is obvious to me in particular that even
though you end your letter to me by quoting sections of Caritas in Veritate, the most
recent encyclical letter of Pope Benedict XVI, you have not assimilated his teaching. I
direct your attention especially to his discussion of justice and the common good in
articles 6 and 7. In the first paragraph of your letter you state: “We must disagree with
you first and foremost as Jesus Christ Himself calls His Church not to political action but
to corporal and spiritual acts of mercy through charity.” Compare that to Pope Benedict
XVI1in article 6:

“Charity goes beyond justice, because to love is to give, to offer what is

“mine” to the other; but it never lacks justice, which prompts us to give the

other what is “his”, what is due to him by reason of his being or acting.”
And in article 7:

“To desire the common good and strive towards it is a requirement of
Jjustice and charity. To take a stand for the common good is on the one
hand to be solicitous for, and on the other hand to avail oneself of, that
complex of institutions that give structure to the life of a society,
juridically, civilly, politically and culturally, making it the polis, or “city”.
The more we strive to secure a common good corresponding to the real
needs of our neighbors, the more effectively we love them. Every
Christian is called to practice this charity, in a manner corresponding to
his vocation and according to the degree of influence he wields in the
polis. This is the institutional path—we might also call it the political
path—of charity, no less excellent and effective than the kind of charity
which encounters the neighbor directly, outside the institutional mediation
of the polis. When animated by charity, commitment to the common good
has greater worth than a merely secular and political stand would
have...” And so on—read the entire letter!







